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Objective of bee farming

•for forest management 

•poverty alleviation and 

•employment

Method of training

• Lessons on principles of bees training

• Practical lessons on hive construction, mounting, honey 
harvesting and processing



Why bee farming in the Oku 
Community Forest

In the presence of bushfire al community members (groups) run up to the 
forest to stop it to avoid destruction of their beehives

When community member have 
beehives in the forest they can 
no longer 

• Set busfire in the forest

• Cut trees in the forest for fear it   
falls on their hives

• Bees scare those who come to 
destroy the forest as they sting



Principles of Bee farming

Workshop participants learn about 
life cycle of bees, bees as social 
insects, as pollinators

Participants learn how to mount 
hives, harvest honey, process honey



Practical lessons on local beehive 
construction 

Participants learning how to 
construct beehives

Participants learning by doing 
(hive lids)



Practical lessons on beehive 
construction

Participants learn by doing



Bee hives transported to colonisation
areas

Colonisation is done in the valleys before hives are transported 
to the Oku Community forest



Practical lessons on honey harvesting

Participants dress in bee suit with smoker harvesting honey



Practical lessons on honey formation 
and use of smokers

Lessons on how bees form honey
Lessons how to use smokers in 
honey harvesting



Practical lessons on honey processing

Lessons on honey draining, packaging and transformation of by-
products to wax used to produce cosmetics, candles



Challenges in bee farming in Oku

• Bushfires in the Oku forest that destroy beehives

• Poor colonisation rates of hives in colonisation sites

• Bushfire setting in farms around colonisation sites burn hives

• Cattle movement in colonisation sites push down mounted 
beehives

• Bees leaving the bee hives when transported to Oku forest

• Few persons or groups involved in bee farming

• High demand for white honey but low supply



Peculiarities in the Bee farming in 
Kilum Mountain Forest

• Oku community forest is in Kilum Mountain Forest

• Oku honey is white in colour

• Oku white honey is certify as Geographical 
Indication Product

• Kilum Mountain is the second highest mountain in 
the central and west Africa

• Kilum Mountain Forest has Prunus africana and 
many high medicinal plants that make honey rich in 
medicinal value and Oku good in traditional 
medicinal


